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Coles & Little Athletics: Celebrating our 10th season
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Sept 2017: 

• Coles signs 

historic 

partnership 

with Little 

Athletics 

Australia and 

Athletics 

Australia 

• Coles commits 

to donating 2 

million 

bananas to 

Little Athletics 

centres   

June 2018: 

Coles Little 

Athletics 

Community 

Fund is 

launched

Sept. 2018: 

Banana 

coupons 

introduced

November 

2018: Coles 
Little Athletes 

Big Dreams is 

trialled

May 2019: 

Coles 

celebrates 

first-ever 

National 

Banana 

Day in 

Australia 

with Little 

Athletics 

May 2023: 

Coles 

Banana 

A-Peel is 

launched 

Sept 2023: 

Banana 

donations 

move 

online

July 2024: 

Banana 

donations 

reach 5 

million

August 

2024: 
CLACF 

moves 

online

Feb. 2021: 

National Coles 

Community 

Round is 

launched (147 

centres)

Sept 2021: 4 new 

ambassadors are 

added, creating 

a formal Coles 

ambassador 

program

October 2021: 
CLACF hits $2m in 

grants distributed

April 2022: 

Coles Centres 

of the Year 

awards are 

introduced at 

the 2022 Little 

Athletics Hall of 

Fame 

Nov 2022: 
Coles 

Community 

Round is 

established as 

annual event in 

November

Jan. 2025: Coles 

Junior Sporting 

Hero is launched 

July 2025: 
Dedicated 

winter season 

Coles 

Community 

Round is 

introduced

Sept. 2025: Tiny 
Tots is rebranded 

Coles Little 

Athletics Tiny Tots

Sept. 2026: Coles begins 10th season 
of partnership with Little Athletics

February 2018: 

Kiemi starts at 

Coles



Coles & Little Athletics: Celebrating our 10th season

4

Little Athletics State Conference 2026

7 million bananas donated 

$2.8 million raised and distributed

806 grants awarded to 490 centres

550+ hours of ambassador appearances

400+ stores engaged

1,355 marquees donated to centres



Banana donations

What we did in 2025/26

• 1.2 million bananas donated 

• 389 centres engaged (+5 %)
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

What we’re working on for 2026/27

• Promo code for banana boxes so 

centres can order banana with other 

groceries in one transaction

• Banana donation signage / display

• Continuous improvement with Coles 

Online addressing common issues 

raised by centres: bananas not ripe, 

communication challenges with Coles 

(store & online), multiple users. 

• Continue to explore ‘value add’ 

opportunities for centres via Coles 

Online (e.g. exclusive offers)

Key takeaways

1. Banana donations commence 16 

September 2026

2. Use a generic centre email or specific 

banana email for Coles Online 

accounts and not linked to personal 

accounts so accounts are easily 

identifiable to escalate issues and can 

be shared amongst centre members 

3. Raise issues and concerns as soon as 

possible rather than wait for issue to 

escalate.  

4. Email communitysport@coles.com.au 

and businessorders@coles.com.au for 

banana donation issues 

mailto:communitysport@coles.com.au
mailto:businessorders@coles.com.au


Coles Little Athletics Community Fund

What we did in 2025/26

• $250,000 distributed

• 72 centres granted (Qld = 12)

• Extended Banana A-Peel from 1 week 

to 2 weeks

• Additional funds raised with Grove 

Juice via Community Sports 

Campaign in January 2026
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

What we’re working on for 2026/27

• Amplifying $3 million milestone

• Continue to explore other fundraising 

opportunities to increase funding pool 

beyond Banana A-Peel (7-20 Oct) 

• Investigate simplifying funding and 

distribution of funds (e.g. $1000, $2000, 

$3000 etc).  

• Investigate opportunity to increase 

funding scope (e.g. healthy canteens)

Key takeaways

1. Same timelines and application 

process as last two seasons - 

Applications open 1st  – 31st August 

2026

2. You can use the same login via Survey 

Monkey apply

3. Make sure you read the list of eligible 

and ineligible items before applying

4. Grants continue to be competitive – 

what makes your centre or request 

unique? 

https://author-p57315-e459795.adobeaemcloud.com/linkshare.html?sh=a7b64bf0_8b22_4837_9e72_d3d177a2cfad.expuTHGep1PsAxMjgZMOcyNoN3R8J3axeMnMHlw50pM


Coles Community Round

What we did in 2025/26

• Dedicated winter season CCR 

introduced in July 2025

• 290 summer and 13 winter centres 

participated

• 166 store team members attended a 

CCR centre

• 79 out of 290 (27%) centres received 

an ambassador visit (Coles and LAA 

combined)

• Instruction sheet and games ideas 

included in Centre Packs (clipboards)

• Simplified social media competition to 

ladder up to a national winner 
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

What we’re working on for 2026/27

• Marquee incentive to participate 

• Review store comms and 

engagement at national level to 

encourage greater participation at 

local level

• Provide visual / shareable instructions 

and activation ideas for centres

• Earlier pre-registration opening to 

ensure all merch arrives before CCR

• Continue to review social media 

competition offering

Key takeaways

1. 2026 Winter CCR: 6 – 19 July

2. Proposed summer pre-registration 

dates: 9th September to 2nd October – 
first 300 centres 

3. CCR dates: 4th – 17th  November

4. Consider partnering and/or 

coordinating timings with nearby 

centres to increase chances of 

receiving an ambassador visit 

5. Engage with local stores early



Coles Ambassadors

What we did in 2025/26

• Re-signed 6 ambassadors 

• 47 Little Athletics centre & state 

appearances completed with 6 

athlete ambassadors

o 70% metro and 30% regional(Gin Gin, 
Lake Macquarie, Ballarat, Launceston)

o CLACF & CCR: 60%

o National, state and region events: 27%

o Award and competition winners: 6%

o Other centres: 9%

• 4 cooking activations with 2 x Coles 

chef ambassadors at 3 events and 1 x 

centre in WA, SA, & NSW
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

What we’re working on for 2026/27

• Continue to add value to Coles 

events & major activities (e.g. CCR, 

CLACF) and fundraising appeals via 

ambassador appearances (athletes 

and chefs)

• Explore more opportunities to conduct 

or integrate cooking activities into 

events, centres, clinics and fun days 

(e.g. cooking station) 

• Continue to explore opportunities with  

regional centres / hubs and events

Key takeaways

1. Pre-register for Coles Community 

Round

2. Look out for and enter competitions, 

awards and grants including CLACF

3. Be active on socials and/or with your 

local media (print, online, radio)

4. Collaborate with nearby centres



Marketing, media and advertising

What we did in 2025/26

• 600+ media items generated reaching 

10m+ Australians

• National Carrie & Tommy radio show 

partnership (November 2025)

• Little Athletics features in Coles 

Magazine x 2, plus ongoing Coles 

Radio ads at peak times 

• Introduced rolling nomination for 

Coles Junior Sporting Hero award 

(Health and Beauty Magazine feature)

• Continued integration with Coles Kids’ 

Sport campaigns (e.g. Sunrise, 

billboards, TV ads, in-store POS)
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026

What we’re working on for 2026/27

• Leverage Commonwealth Games to 

drive media interest at the start of the 

summer season

• Leverage milestones: 10th year of 

partnership, $3m CLACF

• Use compelling research and case 

studies to drive media interest 

• Coles visibility on uniforms 



2026/27 calendar

Month Key focus / activity Proposed dates 

July Winter season Coles Community Round 6 – 19 July 2026

August
Coles Little Athletics Community Fund Round 11 • 1 August – 31 August applications open

• Recipients notified mid-late September

September

• Coles Community Round regos open

• Banana Donations 

• CCR pre-rego opens 9 September – 2 October *proposed

• Summer season banana donations: Wed 16 September 2026 – 

Tue 30 March 2027

• Winter season donations end 29 September

October
• CLACF recipients announced

• Coles Little Athletics Banana A-Peel

• w/c 5 October 2026 *proposed

• Wednesday 7 – Tuesday 20 October 

November Coles Community Round Wednesday 4 to Tuesday 17 November

January Coles Community Sport fundraising campaign 6 January – 2 February 2027

Feb - March
Ambassadors, Stores and Cooking activations  at Coles 

region (NSW, Vic) and state events

Feb – March 2027
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Little Athletics State Conference 2026



Questions and 
feedback

Email: communitysport@coles.com.au or via your state body

(Yes, this deck will be made available to all conferees via your state body)

mailto:communitysport@coles.com.au
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